[Leiomyosarcoma of the inferior vena cava].
The inferior vena cava is an uncommon location for leiomyosarcoma, a malignant tumor which develops from the smooth muscle tissue of the media. A 76-year-old woman was hospitalized for swelling of the lower limbs. Ultrasonography, computed tomography of the abdomen and magnetic resonance imaging showed tumoral invasion of the inferior vena cava extending to the atrium. Histology examination of a tumoral fragment obtained by transjugular catheterism affirmed the diagnosis of leiomyosarcoma. Prognosis of leiomyosarcoma of the inferior vena cava is very poor. No medical or surgical treatment has given satisfactory results. Two factors would explain the poor prognosis: the tumoral localization and the low degree of tumoral differentiation. Clinical presentation and imaging findings suggest the diagnosis which must be confirmed by pathology examination of a tumoral biopsy specimen.